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CONSTRUCTIVE STUDIES IN THE PRIESTLY ELE- 
MENT IN THE OLD TESTAMENT. 



By William R. Harper, 
The University of Chicago. 



IX. THE LAWS AND USAGES CONCERNING THE SABBATH AND KINDRED 
INSTITUTIONS, CONSIDERED COMPARATIVELY. 

§ 1 08. The Sabbath and Kindred Institutions in the Early Period, 

i. e., as described in (a) the Covenant Code, (b) the historical materia] 
of J and E, (<r) the pre-Deuteronomic portions of Judges, Samuel, and 
Kings, and (</) the pre-Deuteronomic prophetic utterances (see § 59, 
note i). 1 

1. The law of the sabbath. 2 
Exod. 34 : 21 ; 20 : 8-1 1 ; 23 : 12. 

2. Customs connected with the sabbath. 
2 Kings 4:23; 11:5, 7, 9. 

3. Attitude of the prophets toward the sabbath. 
Amos 8:5; Hos. 2:11; Isa. 1:13. 

4. The law of the sabbatical year. 
Exod. 23 : 10 f.; 21 : 2-11. 

§ 109. Questions and Suggestions. 

1. Consider, in examining the statements made concerning the 
sabbath, (1) why the sabbath is the only religious institution men- 
tioned in the decalogue ; (2) the first word, remember, and compare 
the first word in Deut. 5:12, observe. (3) Was either of these in any 
sense a warning equivalent to "take care," "be on the lookout for" ? 
(4) What is the logical relation of the fourth commandment to the 
third, second, and first ? Does this consist in its having originally 
had to do with the deity, as do the preceding ? (5) Are there other 
variations between the two forms of the commandment given in Exod., 
chap. 20, and Deut., chap. 5 ? What are the variations ? How shall 
we explain the existence of any variations at all ? Is it possible that 

1 The following references are from E : Exod. 20 : 8-1 0; 23:10-12; 21:2-11; 
the only reference in J is Exod. 34 :2I. 

2 References in bold-face type are from the Covenant Code. 
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Exod. 20 : 9-1 1 and Deut. 5 : 13-15 are later additions made at differ- 
ent times to an earlier form, which, as in the case of the sixth, seventh, 
and eighth commandments, consisted of only two or three words, 
"Observe (or remember) the sabbath day to keep it holy"? 3 (6) What 
was involved in the command to keep it holy? (7) What may be said 
of the antiquity of the sabbath ? Was it probably observed by the 
Hebrews in Egypt ? (8) Was it originally connected with the new 
moon ? (9) What are the chief considerations offered to show that it 
was originally a day for securing the good-will of the deity, /'. <?., a day 
on which Jehovah rested from his anger, and was, therefore, more 
easy to propitiate ; a day, however, which might prove to be unfavor- 
able, but which might be changed to a favorable day by doing or not 
doing certain things? 4 (10) What, if this view is adopted, would be 
understood in particular to be the meaning of the word rest? of the 
word observe? (n) How did such strong emphasis come to be placed 
upon the idea of cessation from labor ? 

2. In respect to the usages which connected themselves with the 
sabbath, consider (1) the custom of visiting the man of God on the sab- 
bath ; (2) the custom of dividing the temple guard according as it came 
in or went out on the sabbath ; (3) other early (?) customs, codified 
in later times, e.g., remaining inside the house (Exod. 16 : 29), kindling 
no fire (Exod. 35 : 3), no gathering of wood for the fire (Numb. 15 : 32- 
36), no baking or cooking (Exod. 16:23). (4) So far as the early 
records are concerned, are there any other ideas than those of cessa- 
tion from labor and humanitarian motive ? 

3. What is to be gathered from the few allusions to the sabbath 
made by the prophets ? (1) What are the people desiring to make of 
the sabbath, according to Amos ? What restraint is evidently upon 
them ? (2) Does Hosea's statement seem to place the sabbath in the 
same category with days of rejoicing and mirth ? (3) What is the 
significance of the frequent association (as in Isa. 1 : 13) of the sabbath 
with the new moon ? 

4. Consider (1) regulations relating to the release of Hebrew 
servants after six years of labor ; did this imply a regularly recurring 
seventh year in which all servants were released ? Had this any- 
thing to do with a sabbatical year ? (2) The regulations prescribing 

3 This is the view held, for example, by Ewald, History of Israel, Vol. II, p. 159; 
DlLLMANN, Exodus, p. 201; Speaker's Commentary, p. 336; DRIVER, Introduction, 
etc., p. 34; Briggs, Higher Criticism of the Hexatench, pp. 181-7; Marti, Ge- 
schichte der israelitischen Religion; et al. 

* Tastrow, American Journal of Theology, Vol. II, pp. 312-52. 
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that the crop of every seventh year shall be given to the poor and 
the beasts ; does the regulation say that all land was to lie fallow in the 
same year? Was this the recognition of a sabbatical year ? (3) The 
motives underlying these regulations. 

§ 1 10. Constructive Work. — Prepare a statement which will indicate 
the most important factors entering into the significance of the sab- 
bath, and its characteristics as it appears in the earliest period. 

§111. The Sabbath and Kindred Institutions in the Middle Period, 
i. e., as described in the laws of Deuteronomy, in the Deuteronomic 
prophecies, and in the Deuteronomic portions of the books of Samuel 
and Kings. 5 

1. The law of the sabbath in the Deuteronomic decalogue. 
Deut. 5 : 12-15. 

2. The attitude of the prophets toward the sabbath. 

Jer. 17 : 19-27; Isa. 56: 2, 4, 6; 58 : 13, 14 ; 66 : 23 ; Lam. 1:7; 2:6. 

3. The law of the sabbatical year. 
Deut. 15 : 1-18; 31 : 10. 

4. Release of slaves in Jeremiah. 
Jer. 34:8-17. 

§ 1 1 2. Questions and Suggestions. 

1. Consider now in detail the Deuteronomic version of the sabbath 
law, including (1) the word observe, (2) the reference to Jehovah's 
former command (vs. 12), (3) the provision for the rest of the servants, 
(4) the reason given for the observance of the sabbath, viz., the deliv- 
erance from the bondage of Egypt; is this an implication that the 
sabbath was not observed by the Israelites in Egypt ? How is it to 
be reconciled with the reason given in Exod. 20 : n ? (5) The effect 
upon the observance of the sabbath of the centralization of worship at 
Jerusalem ; would this not take away the ritualistic observance and 
emphasize the humanitarian idea ? 

2. In an examination of the prophetic and historical allusions to 
the observance of the sabbath, consider (1) the small number of such 
references ; is there any satisfactory reason ? (2) the several items said 
by Jeremiah to have been commanded by Jehovah, viz., (a) as to bur- 
dens, (b) as to work, (<r) as to hallowing the day; (3) the attitude of 
the people (Jer. 17 :23); (4) the promises and threats in reference to 
its observance (Jer. 17 : 24-27) ; (5) the position assigned to the sabbath 
in connection with the observance of the covenant (Isa. 56:2, 4, 6); 

s References in bold-face type are from the code of laws contained in Deuteron- 
omy. 
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(6) the meaning of the phrases from doing thy pleasure, and call the 
sabbath a delight (Isa. 58: 13), and the rewards offered ; (7) the sabbath 
as a time, like the new moon, for worship (Isa. 66 : 23); (8) the forget- 
ting of the sabbath in the exile. 

3. Consider, in comparison with the regulations cited above 
(§§108, 4 ; 109,4), the Deuteronomic regulations concerning (1) the 
year of release of debts : (a) to whom it shall and shall not apply; (b) 
does it mean that the debt, if not paid, will be forgiven or become 
outlawed ; or that no interest will be exacted during this seventh year; 
or that no proceedings will be taken against the debtor during that 
year ? (c) the reward promised ; (d) the motive for this law ; (e) does 
it imply an advanced commercial development ? (/) is the year a 
fixed seventh year? (g) would it encourage or discourage business? 
(2) the regulations for the release of the Hebrew servant, noting the 
slight variations from the law given in Exodus; (3) whether Deuteron- 
omy has any regulation concerning the rest of the land (cf. Exod. 
23 : 1 of.); (4) the reading of the law prescribed for the Feast of Tab- 
ernacles during the year of release at the end of every seven years. 

4. Consider the points involved in the story of the release of slaves 
in Jeremiah's time. 

§113. Constructive Work. — Prepare a brief statement showing the 
nature of the changes which are being made, and the general trend. 
§ 114. The Sabbath as Described by Ezekiel. 

1. The purpose of the sabbath. 
Ezek. 20 : 12, 20. 

2. The sabbath a holy day. 
Ezek. 44 : 24. 

3. General profanation of the sabbath. 
Ezek. 20 : 13-24 ; 22 : 8, 26 ; 23 : 38. 

4. Special worship and sacrifices for the sabbath. 
Ezek. 45 : 17 ; 46 : 1-5, 12. 

5. The year of liberty. 
Ezek. 46 : 17. 

§ 115. Questions and Suggestions. 

1. What, according to Ezekiel, was the original purpose which the 
sabbath was to subserve ? Compare the purpose also of the statutes 
(Ezek. 20: n), and the way in which both statutes and sabbaths had 
been treated by Israel. 

2. What, in Ezekiel's time, was meant by hallowing or keeping holy 
the sabbath ? 
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3. What was meant by profaning and hiding the eyes from the 
sabbath ? Did the Israelites simply ignore it, or did they intentionally 
do that which brought it into disrepute ? 

4. Note the special character of the offerings indicated in Ezekiel's 
scheme for the sabbath day. What was the significance of this ? Con- 
sider how the sabbath is still associated with the new moon. 

5. Note the contents of the single reference in Ezekiel to the year 
of release or liberty. 

§ 116. Constructive Work. — Summarize the position of Ezekiel, and 
indicate the relation of Ezekiel's attitude on this question to his gen- 
eral place in prophecy. 

§ 1 1 7. Sabbath and Kindred Institutions in the Later Period, i. e., as 
described in (a) the laws of the Levitical Code, (&) by the priestly 
prophets, and (c) in the priestly histories, viz., Ezra, Nehemiah, 
Chronicles. 

1. The law of the sabbath. 6 

Lev. 23 : 3 ; Exod. 31 : 12-17 ; 35 : i-3- 

2. Special days observed as sabbaths. 

Lev. 23 : 7 1, 24-32, 39 ; 16 : 29-31 ; Numb. 28 : 11-15, 18, 25 f. ; 29 : i, 7, 
12. 35- 

3. Reasons assigned for the observance of the sabbath. 
Gen. 2 : 2 f. ; Exod. 20 : 1 1 ; 31 : 12 f., 17. 

4. Special offerings made on the sabbath. 

Lev. 23 : 38; Numb. 28:9!; 1 Chron. 23 : 31 ; 2 Chron. 2:4:8:13; 31 13; 
Neh. 10:33. 

5. Emphasis laid on observance of the sabbath. 

Lev. 19 : 36, 30a; 26 : 2a; Exod. 16 : 22-30 ; 31 : 14-16 ; 35 : 2 ; Numb. 
15 : 32-36 ; Neh. 10 : 31 ; 13 : 15-22. 

6. Use of the sabbath as a fixed point of time. 

Lev. 23: 15 1; 24 : 8 ; 1 Chron. 9 ; 32 ; 2 Chron. 23 : 4, 8. 

7. Sabbath made known on Sinai. 
Neh, 9:14. 

8. Law of the sabbatical year. 
Lev. 25 : 1-7 ; 26 : 34, 35. 

9. Exile conceived of as a sabbath for the land. 
Lev. 26 : 34 f . ; 2 Chron. 36:21. 

10. Law of year of jubilee. 

Lev., chap. 25 ; 27 : 17-24 ; Numb. 36 : 4. 

6 References in bold-face type are from the Levitical Code. 
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§ 1 1 8. Questions and Suggestions. 

i. Consider (i)the form of the sabbath observance which must 
have existed during the exile, viz., the humanitarian and not the ritu- 
alistic ; the adaptation of this to the possibilities of worship in this 
period, and the distinctive character which it must have given the 
Jewish community. (2) What is the meaning of the new phrases sol- 
emn rest, holy convocation, sabbath unto Jehovah? (3) What is the 
purpose of the sabbath (cf. Ezekiel) ? the penalty for its non-obser- 
vance ? the connection between sign and perpetual covenant ? (4) The 
reasop assigned for its establishment (cf. Exod. 20: 11)? (5) Why 
should the kindling of fire have been prohibited in particular ? 

2. Note how the idea of rest now attaches itself to other days, viz., 
first day of the Passover, first day of the Feast of Trumpets, first and 
eighth days of the Feast of Booths, the Day of Atonement. 

3. Consider the reasons assigned for the sabbath's observance: (1) 
because God rested on the seventh day; was there any connection 
between this reason and the fact that the teaching concerning God as 
Creator is greatly emphasized in the exilic and post-exilic periods ? 
(2) because it is to serve as a sign between God and Israel ; did this 
mean that it distinguished Israel from other nations which did not 
observe it ? 

4. Note the details and significance of the special offering made on 
the sabbath. 

5. Consider the rigidity with which the sabbath law was now to be 
enforced: (1) on the same plane with the honoring of father and 
mother, the reverencing of a sanctuary; (2) penalty of death imposed 
for non-observance ; (3) the story of the man who gathered sticks on 
the sabbath day and suffered death by stoning ; (4) the gathering of a 
double amount of manna on the sixth day and the absence of manna 
on the sabbath ; (5) the agreement to refrain from commercial deal- 
ings on the sabbath ; (6) Nehemiah's judicial procedure in the case of 
those violating the law. 

6. Note how the sabbath, having become a fixed date, every seventh 
day, is used as a point from which to calculate other feasts. 

7. Note the tradition preserved by Nehemiah that the sabbath was 
(first ?) made known on Sinai. 

8. Study the details of the law of the sabbatical year: (1) Is all 
agriculture to be remitted ? (2) What is to be the disposition of the 
fruit and grain that grows of itself? (3) Was Palestine a land subject 
to severe famines? If so, could such a law have been observed? 
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(4) Could it have been observed while the people were mainly agri- 
culturists, i. e., before trade and commerce had come in ? How would 
the people living in rural districts spend their time ? (5) Is there any 
evidence that it was observed before the exile? or that it was not (cf. 
Lev. 26 : 34, 35)? (6) Did not its observance in later times cause 
great distress (1 Mace. 6:49, 53)? (7) What connection was there 
between this sabbatical year, with its fixed time of recurrence, and the 
year of release for slaves and debt in Deuteronomy (§§ in, 3; 112, 3)? 

9. Consider the idea suggested that the entire period of exile is a 
period of sabbaths, now enforced because formerly unobserved. 

10. Concerning the Year of Jubilee, consider (1) the meaning of the 
name ; (2) the time fixed ; was it the fiftieth year following the seventh 
sabbatical year, that is, was it the second of two successive years of 
rest? or did it coincide with the forty-ninth year? (3) the procedure; 
was it, in general, like the sabbatical year ? (4) what was the regulation 
concerning sowing, reaping, gathering ? (5) concerning the restoration 
of real property ? (6) the special provision concerning dwelling-houses 
in walled cities ; the houses of the Levites ; (7) the regulation concern- 
ing Hebrew and non- Hebrew slaves ; (8) concerning land dedicated to 
Jehovah and its redemption ; (9) concerning the inheritance of daugh- 
ters as affected by these laws. (10) How were the people to live dur- 
ing this period of abstinence from work? (1 1) Is it possible that the 
law of the jubilee year is an outgrowth of the law of the sabbath ? (12) 
What led to the choice of the fiftieth year? (13) Is there any evidence 
that this law existed before the time of the exile ? (14) Was the Year 
of Jubilee ever observed ? (15) Was it a practical law, or an ideal law? 
(16) What, in general, is meant by ideal legislation ? 

§ 119. Constructive Work. 

Prepare a statement including (a) an explanation of the fact that 
such an exceedingly large place is occupied by the sabbatical system 
in the legislation and thought of this period ; (f) an enumeration of 
the various points of difference between the laws and usages of this 
period and those of the Deuteronomic period ; and (<r) a brief study of 
the development of the sabbatical idea in the course of Israel's history. 

§ 120. Literature to be Consulted. 

Jennings, Jewish Antiquities (1808), pp. 320 f.; Ewald, History of Israel (1st ed. 
1843-59, transl. 1883), Vol. I, pp. 88 f.; II, pp. 209 f.; V, pp. 166 f., 343, 400, 416; 
Idem, Antiquities of Israel (18$^, transl. 1876), pp. 97-107; Kalisch, Commentary on 
Exodus (1855), in loc. 20:8-11; Hessey, On the Sabbath ("Bampton Lecture," 
i860, 3d ed. 1866); Gilfillan, On the Sabbath (1862); Kurtz, Sacrificial Worship 
of the Old Testament (1862, transl. 1863), pp. 342 If.; Johnstone, Sunday and the 
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Sabbath (1863); R. S. Poole, article " Chronology," see section on " Sabbatical and 
Jubilee Years," Smith's Dictionary of the Bible (1st ed. 1863, 2d ed. 1893); Cox, 
Literature of the Sabbath Question (1865); Schultz, Old Testament Theology (1st ed. 
1869, transl. 1892), see Index, s. v. "Sabbath," "Sabbatical Year," "Jubilee;" 
Kuenen, The Religion of Israel (1869 f., transl. 1894), Vol. I, pp. 286 f.; II, pp. 
278-84 ; Sayce, Records of the Past, Vol. I (1873), pp. 164 f.; Oehler, Theology of 
the Old Testament (1st ed. 1873, 3d ed. 1891, transl. 1883), pp. 328-45 ; Sayce, 
Records of the Past, Vol. VII (1876), p. 157; Wellhausek, Prolegomena to the 
History of Israel (1878), pp. 112-20 ; J. Fenton, Early Hebre-w Life (1880), pp. 24-6, 
29-32, 64-70; W. D. Love, "The Sabbath, etc.," Bibliotheca Sacra, 1880, pp. 153-78, 
355-89,419-39, 661-85; 1881, pp. 254-85,524-52; Schrader, Cuneiform Inscrip- 
tions and the Old Testament (2d ed. 1882, transl. 1885), Vol. I, pp. 18 ff.; W. R. 
Smith, Prophets of Israel (1st ed. 1882, 2d ed. 1895), pp. 385 f.; Francis Brown, 
"The Sabbath in the Cuneiform Records," Presbyterian Review, 1882, pp. 688-700; 
Dillmann, Commentary on Genesis (5th ed. 1886, transl. 1897 f.), in loc. chap. I; 
Schurer, History of the fewish People in the Time offesus Christ (1886, transl. 1891), 
Div. II, Vol. II, pp. 96-105 ; W. R. Smith, articles "Jubilee," " Sabbath," Encyclopedia 
Britannica (1887); Sayce, Religion of the Ancient Babylonians (" Hibbert Lectures," 
1887), pp. 70-77; Doughty, Travels in Arabia Deserta (1888), Vol. I, pp. 151, 366; 
II, pp. 225, 306 ; McClintock and Strong, Cyclopedia of Biblical, Theological and 
Ecclesiastical Literature (1891), articles "Jubilee," "Sabbath," and "Sabbatical 
Year;" Jensen, "The Supposed Babylonian Origin of the Week and the Sabbath," 
Sunday School Times, January 16, 1892 ; Alice M. Earle, The Sabbath in Puritan 
New England (7th ed. 1893); F. Garden, article "Sabbatical Year," Smith's Dic- 
tionary of the Bible (2d ed. 1893); S. Clark (revised by J. M. Fuller), article 
"Jubilee," Smith's Dictionary of the Bible (2d ed. 1893); W. E. Addis, Documents of 
the Hextateuch, 2 vols. (1893-98), see Index, s. v. "Jubilee," "Sabbath," etc.; Sayce, 
Higher Criticism and the Verdict of the Monuments (1893), pp. 74-7; Montefiore, 
The Religion of the Ancient Hebrews (" Hibbert Lectures," 1893), see Index, s. v. 
"Sabbath;" Davis, Genesis and Semitic Tradition (1894), pp. 23-35; Driver, A 
Critical and Exegetical Commentary on Deuteronomy (1895), pp. 174-81; Hikschfeld, 
" Remarks on the Etymology of Sabbath, " Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, 1896, pp. 
354 f.; Abrahams, fewish Life in the Middle Ages (1897), see Index, s. v. " Sabbath ; " 
Morris Jastrow, Jr., " The Original Character of the Hebrew Sabbath," American 
fournal of Theology, Vol. II (1898), pp. 312-52; Cheyne, Jewish Religious Life after 
the Exile (1898), pp. 66 f.; S. R. Driver and H. A. White, The Book of Leviticus — 
a A r ew English Translation (Polychrome Bible, 1898), pp. 97-100; E. A. W. Budge, 
Egyptian Magic (1899), pp. 224-8; Sayce, Babylonians and Assyrians: Life and 
Customs (1899), p. 245 ; KENT, A History of the fewish People During the Babylonian, 
Persian, and Greek Periods (1899), see Index, s. v. " Sabbath ; " Sinker, Essays and 
Studies (1900); J. Estlin-Carpenter and G. Harford Battersby, The Hexa- 
teuch (1900), Vol. II, p. 1 12 ; T. F. Wright, " Sabbath," New Church Review, Janu- 
ary, 1900 ; W. R. Smith and I. Benzinger, article "Jubilee," Encyclopedia Biblica 
(1901); McCurdy, History, Prophecy and the Monuments, Vol. Ill (1901), pp. 376 f.; 
Morris Jastrow, Jr., " Hebrew and Babylonian Accounts of Creation," Jewish 
Quarterly Review, Vol. XIII (1901), pp. 648-50. 

J. Spencer, De legibus Hebraeorum ritualibus (2d ed. 1686); Wagenseil, De anno 
jubilaeo Hebraeorum (1700J; J. H. Mai, Maimonidis tract, de juribus anni septimi et 
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jubilaei (1708); Van der Hardt, De jubilaeo Mosis (17 28); Reineccius, De origine 
jubilaeorum (1730); Carpzov, De anno jubilaeo (1730); HEBENSTREIT, De sabbato 
ante leges Mosis existente (17 '48); Meyer, De temporibus et diebus Hebraeorum (17 55), 
pp. 341-60; Michaelis, Comm. in leg. Mosis (1775-80), Vol. I, pp. 76-419; Franke, 
Novum systema chronologiae fundamentalis (1778); Hug, "Ueber das mosaische 
Gesetz vom Jubeljahr," Zeitschrift fur das Erzbisthum, I, I; De Wette, Lehrbuch der 
hebrdisch-jiidischen Archdologie (1st ed. 1814, 4th ed. 1864), pp. 211 f.; Baur, "Der 
hebraische Sabbath und die Nationalfeste des Mosaischen Kultus," Tiibinger Zeit- 
schrift, 1832, pp. 125 f.; Vatke, Die Religion des Allen Testamentes (1835), Vol. I, 
pp. 198 f.; Kranold, De anno Hebraeorum jubilaeo (1835); G. Wolde, De anno 
Hebraeorum jubilaeo (1837); Bahr, Symbolic des mosaischen Cultus (1839), Vol. I, pp. 
572 f.; II, pp. 569 f., 601 f.; Winer's Biblisches Realwbrterbuch (3d ed. 1847), articles 
" Sabbath," etc.; Ewald, Zeitschrift fiir die Deutsche Morgenldndische Gesellschaft, 
Vol. I (1847), pp. 410 ft; Brugsch, ibid., Vol. Ill (1849), pp. 271 £f.; Proudhon, 
De la celebration du Dimanche (1850); OsCHWALD, Die christliche Sonntagsfeier (1850); 
Liebetrut, Die Sonntagsfeier das Wochenfest des Volkes Gottes (1851); Herzfeld, 
Geschichte des Volkes Israel, Vol. II (1855), pp. 458-65 ; Saalschutz, Archdologie der 
Hebrder, Vol. II (1856), pp. 224 ft, 308 ft; ZUCKERMANN, Sabbathjahrcyclus und 
Jubelperiode (1857); Hupfeld, Commentatio de Hebraeorum festis. Part III (1858); 
Keil, Handbuch der biblischen Archdologie (1st ed. 1858 f., 2d ed. 1875), Vol. I, §§ 77 
ft; Dozy, Die Israeliten zu Mekka (transl. from Dutch 1864), pp. 34 f.; Kubel, 
" Die sociale und volkswirtschaftliche Gesetzgebung des Alten Testamentes," Theo- 
logische Studien und Kritiken, 1871, pp. 760 ft; Steiner, article "Jubeljahr" in 
Schenkel's Bibel-Lexikon, Vol. Ill (1871); Schrader, " Der babylonische Ursprung 
der siebentagigen Woche," Theologische Studien und Kritiken, 1874, pp. 343 ft, 
Mangold, articles "Sabbat" and " Sabbatsjahr" in Schenkel's Bibel-Lexikon, 
Vol. V (1875); Kohler, Lehrbuch der biblischen Geschichte, Vol. I (1875), PP- 43 1 ft; 
Klostermann, "Uber die kalendarische Bedeutung des Jobeljahres," Theologische 
Studien und Kritiken, 1880, pp. 720-48; Dillmann, Die Biicher Exodus und 
Leviticus (2d ed. 1880), pp. 602 ft; BuDDE, Die biblische Urgeschichte (1883), pp. 493 
ft; Lotz, Quaestiones de historia sabbathi (1883); Hoffmann, "Versuche zu Amos," 
Zeitschrift fiir die alttestamentliche Wissenschaft, Vol. Ill (1883), pp. 120 f.; Oehler, 
articles "Sabbath" and "Sabbath- und Jobeljahr," revised by von Orelli, in Real- 
encyklopddie fiir protestantische Theologie und Kirche (2d ed. 1884); Stade, Geschichte 
des Volkes Israel, Vol. I (1887), pp. 498 f.; Wellhausen, Composition des Hexateuchs 
(2d ed. 1889), pp. 187 f.; Jensen, Zeitschrift fiir Assyriologie, Vol. IV (1889), pp. 274 
ft; Baentsch, Das Bundesbuch—Ex. XX. 22 — XXIII. 33 (1892), pp. 115 £.; Smend; 
Lehrbuch der alttestamentlichen Religionsgeschichte (1st ed. 1893, 2d ed. 1899), see 
Index, s. v. " Sabbath " and "Jubeljahr;" Riehm, articles "Jobeljahr," "Sabbath," 
" Sabbathjahr " in Riehm's Handwbrterbuch des biblischen Alterthums (1893 f.); 
Nowack, Lehrbuch der hebrdischen Archdologie (1894), Vol. I, pp. 217, 333 ; II, pp. 138- 
44, 159-72; Benzinger, Hebraische Archdologie (1894), pp. 201 f., 464 ft, 473 £.; 
Gunkel, Schopfung und Chaos (1895), pp. 13 f., 1 14-17 ; Dillmann, Handbuch der 
alttestamentlichen Theologie (1895), see Index, s. v. "Jobeljahr" and "Sabbat; " Marti, 
Geschichte der israelitischen Religion (1897), see Index, s. v. "Sabbat" and "Jobel- 
jahr;" Holzinger, Exodus (Kurzer Hand-Commentar zum Alten Testament), see 
Index, s. v. "Sabbath" (1900); Bertholet, Leviticus (Kurzer Hand-Commentar zum 
Alten Testament), see Index, s. v. "Jobeljahr," "Sabbat," (1901). 
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See also the Mishnah tracts on "The Sabbath" and "The Book of Jubilees," 
chap. 50. 

§121. Supplementary Topics. 

1. Study the meaning of the word "sabbath," its derivation, its 
usage. 

2. Examine the following texts in which the root rQIZJ occurs, with 
a view to determining the meaning of the root, viz.: Gen. 2 : 2 f.; 8:22; 
Exod. 16:30; 12: 15; 23: 12; 34:21; Josh. 5:12; Isa. 13: 11; 14:5; 

30 : 7 ; Ps. 8 : 3 ; Prov. 20 : 3. 

3. Study the passages in which the word "pFQUJ (ordinarily trans- 
lated "solemn rest") occurs, viz.: Lev. 23:3, 24, 32, 39; 16:31; 
25:4; Exod. 16:23; 35 : 2 j 3 I:I 5> with a view to determining its 
meaning. 

4. Examine the words blT ("jubilee"), "HIT ("liberty"). 

5. From an examination of 1 Mace. 1:39, 43, 45; 2:32-41; 
6:49; 9:43ft-; to: 34; 2 Mace. 5:24-26; 6:6, n; 12: 38; 15 : 1-5, 
prepare a statement concerning the sabbath in Maccabean times. 

6. Is the sabbath referred to in the Wisdom books, or in the 
Psalms (cf. the title of Ps. 92)? Why not? 

7. From a study of the following references from the New Testa- 
ment discuss the attitude of Jesus and the several New Testament 
writers toward the sabbath : Matt. 12 : 1 f., 5, 8, 10 ff.; 24 : 20 ; 28 : 1 ; 
Mark 1:21; 2 : 23 f., 27 f.; 3 : 2, 4 ; 6:2; 15 : 42 ; 16:1; Luke 4:16, 

31 ; 6 : 1 ff., 5 ff., 9 ; 13 : 10, 14 ff.; 14 : 1, 3, 5 ; 23 : 54, 56 ; John 5 : 9 f., 
16, 18 ; 7 : 22 f.; 9 : 14, 16 ; 19 : 31 ; Acts 1 : 12 ; 13 : 14, 27, 42, 44; 
15:21; 18:4; 21:27; 28:14; Col. 2:16; Heb. 4:4; Rev. 1 : 10. 

8. Compare, in general, the observance of special rest-days among 
the Egyptians, Greeks, and Romans, and determine whether there is 
any possible connection between these days and the sabbath. 7 

9. Compare, in general, the observance, on the part of the Assyrians, 

7 Cf. Maspero, Romans et Poesies au Papyrus Harris, No. joo, pp. 38 f. 41; 
Chabas, Le calendrier des jours fastes et nefasles de lannee egyptienne ; Wiedemann, 
Religion of the Egyptians, pp. 263 £. ; Jastrow, "Original Character of the Hebrew 
Sabbath," American Journal of Theology, Vol. II, p. 350, note 116; Budge, Egyptian 
Magic, pp. 224-8; Ihering, Vorgeschichte der Indo- Europder, pp. 145, 309-58 ff. 
(in English translation = The Evolution of the Aryan, New York, 1897); H. Cohen, 
"Der Sabbath in seiner culturgeschichtlichen Bedeutung," Zeitgeist (Milwaukee, Wis.), 
1 88 1, pp. 4 ff. ; Dozy, Die Israeliten zu Mekka, pp. 34 f.; Kuenen, Religion of Israel, 
Vol. I, pp. 262 f. ; • LEPSIUS, Chronologic der Aegypter, Vol. I, pp. 22, 132 ff. ; 
Brugsch, Zeitschrift filr die Deutsche Morgenldndische Gesellschaft, Vol. Ill, p. 271 ; 
Nowack, Hebrdische Archdologie, Vol. II, pp. 141 i 
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Arabs, and Canaanites, of special rest-days, and determine whether 
there is any connection between these days and the sabbath. 8 

10. Consider, in general, the whole sabbatical system, and show 
(a) its origin, (6) its various stages of development, {c) its social bear- 
ings, (d) its religious significance, (if) its idealism, (/) its practical 
character. 

11. Consider the relation of the sabbath to the moon, the new- 
moon feast, etc. Was the sabbath originally a lunar festival ? Cf. 

§§97 (9). i°4 (4). 

12. Consider the origin and significance of the use of the number 
seven in the Old Testament, as seen, e. g., in the sabbatical system, in 
the proceedings connected with the capture of Jericho, in the Hebrew 
verb "to swear, take oath" (literally = " to seven oneself" or "be sev- 
ened"), in the seven kine of Pharaoh's dream, etc. 

13. What is the relation of the Old Testament sabbath to the 
" Lord's day " of the New Testament, (a) as to the day observed, (f) as 
to the spirit characteristic of the observance ? 

8 Cf. Morris Jastrow, " Original Character of the Hebrew Sabbath," American 
Journal of Theology, Vol. II, pp. 312-52; Sayce, Babylonians and Assyrians: Life 
and Customs, p. 245 ; Schrader, Theologische Studien und Kritiken, 1874, pp. 343-53; 
Francis Brown, " The Sabbath in the Cuneiform Records," Presbyterian Review, 
1882, pp. 688-700. (See also § 120.) 



